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Base data (Based on the Stats SA 2001 Census, unless indicated otherwise) 

* Percentage population aged 15 to 64 
 
Private sector performance: Key sector overview 

Agriculture After government services, the agricultural sector is the largest employer (21%) in the region and 
contributes 17% to GDP. Commercial farming occurs around Dundee and Greytown, while subsistence 
farming occurs around Tugela Ferry and Nqutu. Maize and vegetables are produced in the district in 
addition to cattle and dairy; the area also contains several wattle and gum forests. Currently, little agro-
processing occurs in the node, with most products being exported to major markets for further 
processing and / or export.  

Tourism The wholesale, retail, catering and accommodation sector accounts for 17.5% of GDP and some 14% of 
employment in the node. Umzinyathi’s main tourism resources are the Anglo-Boer and Anglo-Zulu 
battlefields which cater to a niche market interested in both war history and Zulu cultural heritage. 
Visitors to the area are mainly domestic tourists, although some foreign tourists pass through the region 
en route to other attractions outside the node such as the Drakensburg, Swaziland or the Kruger National 
Park. The key challenge is to upgrade the node’s tourism attractions and improve its accommodation 
facilities in order to retain a greater share of tourism activity. 

Manufacturing The manufacturing sector in Umzinyathi current contributes some 13% to GDP and employs around 
10% of the working population. Historically the area was home to a number of large cable, glass and 
chemical manufacturers. These have closed down and the manufacturing sector has experienced 
significant decline. Key reasons appear to be the lack of proximity to major markets and input suppliers, 
and consequential high logistical costs. Opportunities do, however, appear to exist in emerging and 
informal manufacturing of locally consumed goods such as bricks. 

Public sector performance: General observations 
 

� Service delivery is currently the main focus of many of the initiatives run by the district municipality.  
� Umvoti, the largest local municipality in the district, has no LED manager. 
� Concerns exist with respect to the absence of effective communication and coordination between the district and local 

municipalities as well as alignment of initiatives. 
 
Opportunities to facilitate economic growth 
Specific investment opportunities 

Talana Museum  Estimated cost: R8 million; Estimated jobs: 20 
Orange Farm Dairy expansion Estimated cost: R5 million; Estimated jobs: n/a 
Umzinyathi Community Education Centre  Estimated cost: R58 million; Estimated jobs: 60  
Lilani Hot Springs Estimated cost: n/a, but funding is available, Estimated jobs: n/a 

  
General actions 

� Increase the quality of the area’s tourism offerings and market the district to relevant groups. 
� Upgrade the road infrastructure in the Msinga and Umvoti local municipalities. 
� Assist with the skills development of local subsistence farmers. 
� Develop markets for agricultural products. 

Population 456 454  Rural population 93% 

Employment rate 15% (average for rural nodes: 
15%; average for SA: 33%) 

Min Grade 12 education 14% of population aged 20+ 

Potential labour pool* 52% of total population Access to electricity 24% of households (average for rural 
nodes: 43%; average for SA: 70%) 

GDP per capita R 5 099 (Quantec)   


